[Sulbactam-ampicillin monotherapy in the ambulatory treatment of pneumonia. Results of mono-administration].
Since ampicillin, the parent drug of aminopenicillins, is hydrolyzed by penicillinase, it is normally used in association with sulbactam, a sodium penicillinate sulfone with potent inhibiting activity on type II, III, IV, and V beta-lactamases. The combination ampicillin-sulbactam has been found remarkably useful for the treatment of severe community pneumonia caused by bacteria resistant to ampicillin alone. Approximately 300 patients with community pneumonia of various degrees of severity have been treated with a single dose of 3-4 g ampicillin-sulbactam either diluted in normal saline or in dextrose solution, usually associated with methylprednisolone 20 mg or betametasone 8 mg (tapered). As assessed by clinical and radiological findings, recovery has been obtained all cases.